
 

 

St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino  

Story Starters

 
A Purpose-Driven Future at Canada’s Only Residential 

School Resort 

St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino is the only resort in Canada located in a former residential 

school. The transformation of the building was led by the Ktunaxa Nation and guided by a vision 

of economic sustainability and cultural renewal. 

Ktunaxa Elder Mary Paul once reflected: “Since it was within the St. Eugene Mission School that 

the culture of the Kootenay Indian was taken away, it should be within the building that it is 

returned.” 

Today, the resort provides employment and long-term economic opportunities for the Ktunaxa 

Nation, while creating space to share culture, language, and history with visitors. The resort 

stands as a symbol of resilience, acknowledging the past while focusing on the future. 

 

A Cultural Experience You Can’t Find Anywhere Else: The 

Ktunaxa Interpretive Tour 

Guests at St. Eugene can participate in an interpretive experience that shares the living history 

of the Ktunaxa Nation. The Ktunaxa language is considered a linguistic isolate, meaning it is 

unrelated to any other known language in the world. 

The interpretive tour includes visits to the onsite interpretive centre, historical artifacts, a film 

about the St. Eugene Mission School, and a guided tour of the property led by a Ktunaxa Elder 

who attended the school. The experience offers meaningful insight into the culture, history, and 

resilience of a people who have lived on this land since time immemorial. 
 

 

 



 

Golf with Meaning: Learning the Ktunaxa Language, One 

Hole at a Time 

Designed by renowned golf architect Les Furber, the St. Eugene Mission Golf Course follows 

the St. Mary River through its Rocky Mountain landscape. 

Each hole on the course features a Ktunaxa name, with phonetic spelling and English 

translation displayed on the signage. The course allows golfers an opportunity to engage with 

the Ktunaxa language while enjoying a championship-level golf experience. 

Luxury Meets Nature at St. Eugene KOA RV Park 

Recreational vehicle travel continues to grow across North America, appealing to travellers of all 

ages. RV trips are known for their simplicity, but many travelers still look for the cozy comforts of 

a traditional resort. 

St. Eugene RV Park is located on the grounds of St. Eugene Resort where guests can enjoy 

the onsite and resort amenities including restaurants, an 18-hole golf course, a casino, and a 

year-round outdoor pool and hot tubs. Cabin and trailer rentals are also available. 

St. Eugene is one of the most picturesque RV Parks in the Rocky Mountains. Centrally 

located in the East Kootenays, visitors can easily access the region’s activities and experience 

connection to the nature, from the whispering sounds of the St. Mary River on your trailer step 

to the dramatic Fisher Peak alpenglow on display daily. 

 

Elevated Dining, Stunning Mountain Views and Historic 

Charm at Numa 
Numa is St. Eugene’s prestigious restaurant, which translates to "thunder" in the Ktunaxa 

language and highlights the relationship between food, land, and culture. 

  

Located in the historic Mission building, resort guests and local visitors are treated to 

spectacular views of Fisher Peak, the Front Gardens and the beautiful greens of the golf 

course. 

  

Numa offers a delicious dining experience with fresh ingredients and dishes inspired by local 

and indigenous fare. 

 

 



 

Indigenous Cultural Awareness and Corporate Retreats: 

A Setting for Learning and Connection 

Organizations are looking for worthwhile ways to improve ties with Indigenous communities and 

expand learnings of Indigenous history and culture. St. Eugene provides an ideal environment 

for business retreats by combining contemporary conference spaces with cultural awareness 

activities led by Indigenous people. 

Cultural programming is led by the Ktunaxa Nation and the Interpretive Centre located at St. 

Eugene can be integrated into meetings, retreats, and team-building events, providing 

opportunities for learning and reflection in an authentic, historic setting. 

Not Your Typical Casino: The Casino of the Rockies 

The Casino of the Rockies is Cranbrook’s primary gaming, dining, and entertainment venue. 

The 19,000-square-foot casino was redesigned with a nature-inspired aesthetic that reflects the 

Ktunaxa connection to the land. 

The casino features slot machines, electronic table games, lottery products, onsite betting 

terminals and 18’ viewing screens. 

Its full-service restaurant, Kiʔsuʔk k̓ikiⱡ, meaning “good food” in the Ktunaxa language, 

emphasizes the cultural identity of the space. 

Indigenous-Led Tourism Success Story: How St. Eugene 

Became a Model for Indigenous Economic Reconciliation 

St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino is a powerful example of how Indigenous-led tourism in 

Canada demonstrates community ownership and drives long-term economic sustainability. Led 

by the Ktunaxa Nation, the resort reflects a commitment to self-determination, cultural renewal, 

and responsible development. 

As a nationally recognized Indigenous-owned destination, and through the Indigenous Tourism 

BC Indigenous Owned designation, St. Eugene is majority owned and operated by Indigenous 

communities. 

St. Eugene offers a blueprint that other Indigenous communities can look to, showing how 

tourism can support economic reconciliation while creating space to share culture, language, 

and history on Indigenous terms.



 

Shoulder-Season Travel in the Canadian Rockies: Why 

Cranbrook Is the Rockies’ Best-Kept Fall and Spring 

Secret 
Early spring and late fall offer a quieter way to experience the Canadian Rockies, and 

Cranbrook is no exception. With fewer crowds and a slower pace, it’s an ideal time to explore 

the region and enjoy the natural beauty of the East Kootenays. 

As a basecamp just outside the Rockies, St. Eugene provides easy access to outdoor 

recreation, cultural experiences, and scenic landscapes, often at a better value than peak 

summer travel. Shoulder-season visitors can enjoy more space and a more relaxed connection 

to the outdoors. 

 

Wellness Rooted in Nature: Forest Views, River Walks 

and Cultural Calm 

Slowing down and interacting with the outdoor spaces and surrounding landscapes is the key to 

wellness at St. Eugene Golf Resort & Casino. Surrounded by the Canadian Rockies and 

situated alongside the St. Mary River, the resort provides the perfect environment for relaxing 

through nature walks and cultural experiences. 

In addition to taking in mountain views and walking along riverbank trails, visitors can take part 

in cultural programming led by Indigenous peoples that promotes reflection. When combined, 

these encounters produce a feeling of restoration and serenity that is rooted in the land. 

 

 


