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Since it was within the St. Eugene Mission School that the
culture of the Kootenay Indian was taken away, it should be
within that building that it is returned Elder Mary Paul
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ST EUGENE STRIKES BALANCE BETWEEN
DIFFICULT PAST AND BRIGHT FUTURE

Cranbrook-area
resort rewards
visitors with
exceptional
golf, dining
andbackstory

MICHELE JARVIE

Silhouetted by the setting sun, the
white teepee in the meadow surround-
ed by bunkers puts an exclamation
markon the round: Thisis noordinary
golfresort.

From the beautiful but imposing
‘mainbuildingto thesmallinterpretive
centre, St. Eugene Golf Resort & Ca-
sino, north of Cranbrook, B.C., show-
cases its Indigenous roofs for guests
flocking to the championship course.

1ts impossible not to know you're
on First Nations land when you tee
up your ball. Historic signs scattered
around the property indicate its past
as a former residential school. From
1912 to 1970, the Kootenay Industri-
al School operated a large farm and
housed 5,000 children who had been
removed from their families on Ktu-
naxa, Secwepme, Syilx, and Blackfoot
nations. It was one of 130 schools
founded across the nation as part of a
federal government policy to assimi-
late Indigenous peopleand deny their
language and culture. The Truth and
Reconciliation Commission hassince
called the policy and actons at this

“cultural genocide.”

After lhe property closed, it sat
abandoned for 22 years. But some
were determined that wouldn'tbe the
end of their story.

“Since it was within the St. Eugene
Mission School that the culture of the
Kootenay Indian was taken away, it
should be within that building that it
isreturned,”advised community Elder
Mary Paul during debate over what to
dowith the propes
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five-course dinner, withwine pairings.
Tickets will beavailable at steugene.ca
and through OpenTable.

‘The golf course pro shop and 19th
Hole restaurant are housed in the orig-
inal barn from the mission era. Incred-
sty e gl el mes el
Olympic-sized swimming

‘The Casing of the Rockien opened
in September 2002, and the entry is
tucked in beside the reception desk.
‘While filled with bright lights and ne-
on-lit slot machines, it is remarkably
quiet. You wouldn't realize it's there
unless you're looking for it.

The resort expanded in 2018 to add
an RV park.

Most guests at St. Eugene come for
one reason: the Les Furber-designed
championship18-hole golf course that
opened in 2000. Almost half of visit-
ing golfer hail from Alberta, with a

other

student of the school,
those wordsand, acenturyafter open-
ing, thelocal Ktunaxapeople tookback
the building.

In doing so, they reclaimed their
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With a historic stone mission building anchoring the property, St. Eugene Golf
Resort and Casino is a tucked-away resort with a peaceful vibe.
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As Cindy Currie put it, “In order to
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Ateepee marks the end of the 17th hole at St. Eugene Golf Resort and Casino.
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